Tripterigium wilfordii Hook f (TWH), a traditional Chinese herb, is a vine-like plant indigenous to a large area of southern China. This herb has been used as an agricultural insecticide for many years but had not been used as a medicine. The therapeutic effectiveness of TWH in rheumatoid arthritis was first reported in 1981 by Chang and Tao1,12); since then, many controlled, double-blind trials performed in China have found TWH to be useful in the treatment of other immune-related diseases, such as systemic lupus erythematosus, psoriasis, and Behcet's diseases3, 4) The chloroform extract of TWH (TWH extract) of human oral administration grade was purchased from Zhuzhou Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd., (Zhuzhou, China). Each tablet contained 33.0 p g of TWH extract. For oral administration into mice, randomly selected tablets were ground, suspended in distilled water, and homogenized with a sonic dismembrator at 60 W for 30 minutes in an ice-cold water bath just before use. The following chemical materials were purchased from the indicated companies : zymosan A (Sigma Pure Chemical Co., St. Louis, MO, USA) ; pentobarbital sodium (Abbott Laboratories, North Chicago, IL, USA) ; dexamethasone (Sigma Pure Chemical Co.) ; and pyrogen-free saline (Otsuka Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd., Osaka, Japan).
Implantation of tissue chambers
Mice were anaesthetized by intraperitoneal injection with 1.0 mg/ kg of pentobarbital sodium. Then, 5.0 ml of sterile air was injected through a 0.22-p m filter (Millipore Co., Ltd., Yonezawa, Japan) into the backs of mice to disrupt the subcutaneous connective tissue. Autoclaved Teflon tissue chambers donated by Dr. Dawson (Sandoz Pharm. AG., Basel, Switzerland) were then implanted into the backs through a small incision under aseptic conditions. The incision was closed with a surgical wound clip (Diener Co., Ltd., Frankfurt, Germany). The chambers were checked for sterility 10 days after implantation by culturing 10p 1 of chamber fluid on Brain-Heart infusion agar for 24 hours at 37t. Induction of inflammation by zymosan dose of either 60, 120, or 200 p g/kg9,10) once a day for 2 days starting 2 hours before the injection of zymosan. Dexamethasone was first dissolved in 99.5 % ethanol at a concentration of 50.0 mg/ml, then diluted with sterile phosphate-buffered saline to obtain a concentration of 5.0 mg/kg. The diluted dexamethasone was injected subcutaneously into mice as a single dose of 30.0 mg/kg13) in a similar manner. Assay for inflammatory mediators then decreased gradually (Fig. 1B) . The concentration of PGE2 in tissue chamber fluid samples on day 0, before induction of inflammation, was typically less than 100 pg/ml (Fig .  2) . The PGE2 concentration increased rapidly after zymosan injection , reached maximal levels on days 1 and 2, then returned to baseline levels by day 6 (Fig . 2) . Effects of TWH extract on inflammatory mediator production in the tissue chamber . 
